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Synopsis

This volume features five travel books by ROBERT BYRON, including his most acclaimed one: THE
ROAD TO OXIANA. An appreciation of architecture is a strong element in Byron’s writings. He was
a forceful advocate for the preservation of historic buildings and a founder member of the Georgian
Group. A philhellene, he also pioneered, in the English speaking world, a renewal of interest
Byzantine History. The other books in this collection are:THE STATION: TRAVELS TO THE HOLY
MOUNTAIN OF GREECE, THE BYZANTINE ACHIEVEMENT, FIRST RUSSIA THEN TIBET, NEW
DELHI: THE FIRST IMPRESSION’
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Customer Reviews

A good book about travel in Central Asia and Iran in the early years of the 20th century. Byron’s
personality comes through clearly as he recounts struggles to reach ancient Silk Road sights, a
failed experiment with charcoal-burning cars, and the interesting folks he meets along the way as he
travels. | read it 20 years ago before traveling to Central Asia and again recently while living in the

region. | could identify with him a lot more after spending time in the region.



The Road to Oxiana is a classic and needs no introduction. The other books aren’t quite as riveting
(maybe too heavy on the architectural descriptions). But | did enjoy "first Russia then Tibet" a lot.

Anyway, if you enjoy travel writing, go for it.

Robert Byron’s best books, very British with a great humor.

Robert Byron is an incredible tour guide but one suspects if you were stuck somewhere with him for

any length of time, you might beat him to death with a tire iron.
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